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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
explication: 


Listing: of Claims : 
Claims l-^(canceled) 


Claim? \ (currently amended): A surgical device for curetting an intervertebral disc 
betweeii opposing first and second vertebrae, said surgical device comprising: 
a afiatt haw having a proximal end and a distal end spaced apart along a 
lon^tudinal axis of said device; 

a bladfe extending from said distal end of said shaft, said blade having a 
leadingVnd and a trailing end^ 

said blada having a first concave surface facing a first direciion and a first 
cutting edge and said blade having a second concave surface facing a 
second direction and a second cutting edge, 

said blade having a height dimension and a width dimension less than said 
height dimensiorii said first cutting edge at a first end of said height 
dimension and said second cutting edge at a second end of said height 


dimension; . . 

a cKa gonal dimensio n Weater than said heig^ht dimension. 


Claim 8 (previously amended): Ittie surgical device according to claim 7 further 
comprising a collecting element on said leading end of said blade^ said collecting 
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elerkent overlying a portion of said first concave surface and said second concave 
surfaii^e at said leading end of said blade. 

Claim 9 (OTiginal): The siorgical device according to claim 7 whereui when said 
device is rotated in a first direction around said longitudinal axis said first and 
second cxittinfe edges are oriented for cutting and when said device is rotated in a 
second direction around said longitudinal axis, opposite to said firsi direction said 
first and second ftutring edges are not oriented for cutting. 


Claim 10 (original): T^e surgical device according to claim 8 wherein said 

collecting element hasya tapered surface facing away firom said leading end of said 
blade and a collecting surface facing toward said leading end of said blade. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The surgical device according to claim 7 whereia said first 
cutting edge is feeing in a direction opposite said second cutting edge. 


Claim 12 (original): The surgical Wvice according to claim 8 wherein a portion of a 
peripheral surface of said collecting element does not extend axially beyond a said 
first and second cutting edges. 


Claim 13 (original): The surgical devica according to claim 7 having a handle for 
rotating said instrxunent at said proximd end. 
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Claim 14 (original): A ciirette comprising: 

a shaft h^^(mg a proximal end and a distal end spaced apart along a 

longitudinal axis of said curette; 

a blade extenidins ftom said distal end of said shaft, said blade having a 
leading end and a trailing end, 

said blade having an undulating configuration such that, a fi rst side of said 
blade has a first ioncave region and a first convex region and a second 
side of said blade nas a second concave region and a second convex 
region; 

said first side havin^a first cutting edge and said second side having a 
second cutting edge; 

a collecting element at iaid leading cad of said blade, said collecting 
element overlying a portipn of said first concave surface and said second 
concave sxirface. 


Claim 1 5 (original): The curette according to claim 14 wherein said first concave 
region and said second concave region face in opposite directions. 

Claim 16 (original): The curette according to claim 14 wherein said first concave 
region of said first side is adjacent said s^ond convex region of said second side 
and said second concave region of said seqpnd side is adjacent said first concave 
region of said first side. 
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Claim 1 7 ()irigmfll): The curette according to claim 1 4 wherein when said curette is 
rotated in k JQrst direction around said longitudinal axis said first and second 
cutting edges are oriented for cutting around said longitudinal axis \md when said 
curette is rota^ in a second direction around said longitudinal axis, opposite to 
said first directibn, said first and second cutting edges are not orienied for cutting 
around said longj^tudinal axis- 
Claim 18 (original): The curette according to claim 1 7 wherein said first cutting 
edge is diametricallyVjpposed to said second cutting edge. 

^ Claim 19 (original): The burette according to claim 18 wherein said collecting 

element has a tiered surfece facing away firom said distal end of said shaft and a 
collecting surface facing toward said distal end of said shaft. 

Claim 20 (origmal): The curette\according to claim 14 wherein a portion of a 

peripheral surface of said collecting element does not extend beyond said first 
and second cutting edges. 

Claim 2 1 (original): The curette according to claim 1 4 having a hand le for rotating 
said curette at said proximal end of said shaft. 



Claim 22 (new): A surgical device for cuftetting an intervertebral disc between 
opposing first and second vertebrae, said surgical device comprising: 
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a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

a bladepositioned at the distal end of the shaft; 

said bladkhaving first and second catting edges and first and second 

distraction surfaces adjacent said jBrst and second cutting edges; and 

said blade havdng a cutting height dimension extending between the first 

and second cutting edges and a distraction height dimension extending 

between the firstWd second distraction surfaces, wherein smd distraction 

height dimension is greater than said cutting height dimension. 

Claim 23 (new): The surgical device according to claim 22 wherein ihe first and 
second distraction surfaces are rounded. 
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